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Ms. García, Dr. Rodriguez, Dr. McKenna, Ms. Ratliff – Internet for All Now, Supporting a 
Broadband Lifeline Program (Res-025-15/16) (Noticed January 12, 2016)  
 

ADOPTED AS AMENDED on February 9, 2016 
 
Whereas, The Los Angeles Unified School District is committed to zero dropouts and graduating 
100% of its students, and closing the digital divide is critical to the economic prosperity and 
quality of life for the parents, guardians and students of Los Angeles Unified School District and 
throughout California;  
 
Whereas, The District finds and declares that high-speed internet access—referred to generically 
as “broadband” and includes both wireline and wireless technologies—is an essential 21st 
century infrastructure in a digital world and is vital to the successful learning and workforce 
preparation for all students;  
 
Whereas, The District is committed to helping students obtain the highest-quality education 
possible by incorporating digital literacy and understands that high-speed internet connectivity 
and the availability of computing devices both at school and at home are critical teaching and 
learning tools for academic achievement;  
 
Whereas, The California Department of Education cites that for the 2014-15 academic year 
75.6% of the 646,683 students enrolled in the Los Angeles Unified School District qualified for 
the National School Lunch Program.  
 
Whereas, According to the 2015 Annual Survey on Broadband Adoption in California conducted 
by the Field Research Corporation, the digital divide persists for disadvantaged communities. 
Large percentages of households are not connected at home, including 35 percent of low-income 
households (under $20,000 annual income); 30 percent of Latino families (37 percent for 
Spanish-speaking households); and 41 percent of people with disabilities; and  
 
Whereas, Internet For All Now is urging the Federal Communications Commission to establish 
an affordable Broadband Lifeline Program through reform of the Universal Services Fund that 
addresses the three primary barriers to broadband adoption: cost, relevance, and digital literacy; 
now, therefore, be it  
 
Resolved, That the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District hereby joins the 
California Emerging Technology Fund in the public interest and requests the Federal 
Communications Commission adopt the following recommendations defined in the Internet For 
All Now campaign: 
 

1.   Establish an affordable high-speed internet service plan for all low-income households 
offered by all broadband providers ($10/month or less or an adjustable range not to 
exceed $10/month) with sufficient speeds and a modem with a router that is compatible 
with school-issued devices.  
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2.   Capitalize on an independent fund to support community-based organizations, schools 
and libraries (as “trusted messengers”) to assist enroll eligible low-income households 
and participate in true public-private partnerships. 

3.   Establish an oversight advisory body to ensure transparency and accountability with a 
broad base of stakeholders and community leaders knowledgeable about broadband 
adoption; and, be it finally 

 
Resolved, That the Board authorize the use of their name as champions of the Broadband 
Lifeline Program described in the Internet for All Now websites managed by the California 
Emerging Technology Fund and in printed materials pertaining to Internet for All Now 
campaign. 
	  


